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that he is in a good Religion; and how can 
we be certain of this without Examination? 
I ſay, 'tis abſolutely neceſſary that Twwery Body 
ſhould be certain, that he is in a good” Religion. 
For if we be not certain of this, we muſt 
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and conſequently cannot be ſaved in that 
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have the ſame Zeal and Fervency, and the 

ſame Application for all other Religions had 
we been Born in them. Beſides, if we be 
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needs have but a very ſlight Inclination to 
our Region, and be very careleſs and remiſs 
charge of the Duties it preſcribes; 


not aſſur'd of the Truth, and of the Good- 


| neſs of our Religion, we ſhall not know, 
whether we are in the way of Heaven or Hell. 
Strange Uncertainty! 76 | 


Indeed we need not trouble our ſelves 
much about our Religion, if we may be ſav d 
in all Religions. But to maintain an Aſſer- 


tion ſo monſtrouſly Impious and Extrava- 


gant, it muſt be prov'd eirber that Religion 


in general is only à Trick of State, or that 


elſtre is no ſuch thing as a Providence, and 
that God do's not concern Himſelf with what 


paſſes. here below, ſo that one may be ſav d 
whatever he believes or whatever he do's; or 


that all Religions are equally True or Falſe; 


or that there is nothing True or Falſe in it's own 
Nature, or that there is nothing really Juſt 
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14. Thoſe who pn the e a. Some thiegs 
a radox that there # hothing Trat, do ar the fame de True. 
time, inconſiſtent with this bold Abſurcity, 
: -confeſt that there is one Truth, viz.” There i 3 
| wothing” True, The Paſſſons, che Habits of - = 
Infancy, and che prejudiees of Education 1 
render our Inquiry after Truth very difficult, 1 
but not impothible. When we are to make 
a Choice, on Which eur Etefnal Salvation 
depends, we ought to tefift the Violence of 
our Prejudices, dur Paſſions and dur Habits, 1 
as we often d 05 When rr Temporal Inte- 5 3 2 
| reſts require it. = 
That a big E 7 or Unit is an Aſſer- 5% cbings | AY 8 
gen directly oppoſite to humane Underſtand- 2 and Juſt 
ing! For how is to be conceiv'd, that Virtue in *heir ss 4 
and Vice are nothing but Chimeras, Unt e 
Perjury, Treaſon, Murder, Parricide are 
| Actions indifferent; that it is as gbod | 
Action to Kill one's Father, às to ay him 
Reſpect and Obedience; to deftroy the Inno- 
cent, as to pardofi orie 5 Enemies ” chivogh a 
Principle of Charity? Certainly one muſt be 
entirely abandon d to a Senſe of all that's baſe 
and ignoble to Countenance ſuch deteſtable 
| Maxims, and I am perſwaded, that they 1 
themſelves, who promote them, do, notwith- —_— 
| ftanding, perceive that there ib a teal Diffe- © —- 
rence between Virtue and Vice, which dif- = 
\Ference do's not at all depend on the Will or 
5 of Men. NY | 
Nor can one bring one'sſelf GAdbabete, bad 1 : 
that it 1 indifferent to God, how Men ſerve Him ferens to Gali 
or how they Live; whether they Worſhip Him % Mew Ja +l 
in the figure of 4 Golden Calf, as tlie TR aches w—_ kay +" = 
did ; or worfhip- Him as a Spirit, As true 1 * YZ 
* Clriſtions do; Whether | a attribute Ye = 
B 


Thou- 


4 tits * 2 * "oo 

* — * — _ g 
<4 4 D of 8 4 
. 
- K N 


— CIP 7 
A 
BS 


. un- 


_ 


1 * — 


8 
1 
_ 3 
hu - "Ty C 
AC”. 7 


P c at "_ * . q « * 

bs __ — r — R 1 
P W * ne f akin} © Sa, 4 HAS) 8 N 
1 - a at * "Il 2s PER 30 { r R of; N 9 N 
þ R * FN GET Ye #4 8 we * N * WL”; wv 
. * 9 r e A 4 Ye - 88 2 * 5 ö N 
9 ba %%% ER dS NEG. THT + F 
* 4 A TSS. * . W 1 Lars c 1 
8 A R 
4 > ONT TS” 7 n 7 TOES” 
3 . * WS. 2a 


98 R 
. > 44 Ee. i! he , q 4 "as wa F 
FI US. 

. * 


« yy i PR 
7 * e ws 
n 5 * 6 by 2 
4 1 yy 


TT FEI x * 
+ IE . * 
1 Wo Oy a oP 
85:1" 


os 4 * 


SY 
a 
* 


x: 2 a 0 8 we * 5 25 1 
8 f | 
- : of g 


LA 


-....... Thouſand Imperfections to Him, or look 
upon Him as the moſt perfect of Beings ; 
whether they follow the Lights He has given 

them, or follow them not, whether they act 
according to their Conſcience or in defiance 


of it. Toaſcribe to God ſuch an Indifference 
is to form to one'sſelf the falſeſt and moſt 


extravagant Idea of God, in the World... 
Gu mr per! 7. Tis impious and unworthy te affirm, | 
with great Va. that God is as much pleas d in being honour d by 

different Morſhipt and Ceremonies, as in being glo- 


rify d by the numerous variety of bis Creatures. 


Dan God be pleas d with Worſhips and Ce- 
remonies that Claſh with his Perfections, and 
expoſe Him to the Contempt of his Crea- 
tutes? Can He think himſelf Honour'd by 
thoſe, who attribute to Him the moſt re- 
proachful Qualities ? You'll ſay, perhaps, if 
God were. not pleas'd with it, He would 
have inſpir d into all Men the ſame Senti- 
ments for the Religion they ought to follow ;_ 
and that He would have made all Nations to 
be Born under one and the ſame Law. But 


this is to aſſert the greateſt of Abſurdities ; 


fince by the ſame Reaſon one might alſo 
execrable Concluſion!) that God is 
pleas d with the Crimes that Men commit, 


infer ( 


becauſe God might have given to all Men, 


if He would, the ſame Sentiments and Ob- 
ligations of Virtue. But the Almighty is no 
ways oblig d to make Himſelf equally known 


rations. | 


to all, ſince He is abſolutely free in his Ope- 


Wc: hs iſ 8. Finally tis falſe, that God has mever 
edu diſcovered to Men the Religion which He would 
H have them follow... 
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ben Right Reaſon ſuffers us not 
to believe, that God, who is a Being mer | 


Wiſe ind moſt 


OR TT 


od, ſhou'd not communi- 
cate Himſelf to his Creatures, that he has 
not given em a Law, and that He has not made 
known His Will to them. We need not but 
to read the Holy Scripture to be convin- 
ced, that there is the Book, where God 
has reveald te Men, what He bas done, 
what He i do for them, and what He 
would have them do to pleaſe Him. 

*Tis evident then that one cannot be ſaved 


in all Religions ; but in that only, which 


has all the Marks of it's coming from God. 

And from hence it follows, that we muſtt 
examine, whether one is in that Religion, 4 5 
which has theſe authentick Marks and Cha- 


8 


1 18811 


2. All the World is oblig' d to examine Propoſition _—_ 


their reſpective Religions. © A! the Wold 
To whom is the, Prove all things, of 70 7 f. x) 
St. Paul addreſs d? To all Men, to all them fegte acti. 
to whom he has ſaid, Deſpiſe not Propheſyings/gios. 


and to whom He faith: afterwards, Abffain ! Thel. 5. 20, 


from all appearance- of Evil; to them, whom 7,1853. 


he had exhorted to pray without ceaſing and 
in every thing Ä 55 Thanks," and for whom 
he prays, that God would ſanctiſj them, that 
their whole Spirit Soul and Body might be found © 
blameleſs at the coming F our Lord Feſus Chrift. 
So St. Fobn injoins all to try the Spirits, Ir 
write, ſaith he, unto you Fathers, becauſe: ye . 


Vrite unto you young Men, becauſe ye have ovtr- 


Children, becauſe je bave known the \\ Father, 


ligion, of whatever Sex, Age, or Con- 
dition they be, provided that they are ca- 
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IA 


John 0 1 3; 
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bave known. Him that is from the beginningy 1 + 


Thus are all oblig'd to examine their NR = 
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* not bay Trasse), bor lb MN 
a | bought to be concern'd for che Truth; and 
«they are Partioularly Teachers that St. Paul 


1 and the other Apoſtles would have us be 
** _.cdutious of. St. Paul ſpeaking to the Elders o 5. 
. we Church of Epbiſw, ſays to them, of you tha 


own ſel vel ſhall Men uriſe, [peaking thing,, 
1 dn n 'inbay Di eiplet 72 them ; and to the 

2 Theſſ. 2. 4, ee he ſuys, thüt. Autitchriſt ſhall fit = 
4 the Temple of God... St. Peter tells the Chriltians 
tb Whom he Writes, that hee ſhall be falk 


x .— 
, B 15 — ——U—ÿ— — — — y p ne" 
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 Toachers among them, 1 prbvily' (hall ri , 

q a  dummable 257 des, Un prongs be Lord 5 tay 
A 2 Pet. So SB: bought em... 1e No 
„n, Now w probe that Private Perſons ought Ex 
'1 u, and ouch; not to examine what is propos d to them, one us, 
4x 1 Lim pres müſt fhew; dt ber that God would Have ns ſul 
__ abſolutel Reeve our ſelves to the Direction the 

of our Teachers, 0+ that our Teachers are Pr 

|  Lnfallible, . hide nothing can happen amilsW þe 

tao us in confiding in our DiteRbrs, but a very ey 
„ Hazard and Inconvenience may attend (a; 
dur particular Examination gj or that meet 

—_ | © eluate Men are incapable of chis Exami- In 
mation, aad chat it is impoſſible for them fic 
—_ - | Dui no Body can e onener: of theſe FOR W. 
na 

"op "Mm "For "Ts not True, that e . ar 
. er,  abſalutely abandon our falves ta the Direct of ar re 

. 3 not neceſſary. = 4x7 Take heed and beivare, fays our Bleſſed Wl p. 
Met. 16 6. Saviour to his Diſciples, of be Leaven of the ſti 
= Phariſees and of 'the Sadduces, which were the Wl w 
Tiueschbers of Iſrael. And God, in the Old Te- n. 

3 _—— , Rament, has faid to his People, 2 a oF? 
3 graz AG. undo the Words the Prophet ty that Pr uno a 
= 2 : von j t hey 3 * . 1 Je Fork of -D 
WM their own "Heart, Und" ar af rt "Month 2 4 a 
= : ' . an 4 85 5 Alen Th x 5 
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len: Both: the Prieff and the Prophet deal fly Jer. 6. 13. 

nl Tough we, {aid St. Paul, or an Angel from Gal. 1-8. 

1 Wl Heaven preach. any other Goſpel unto you, th 

be har hich we bawe preached. unto you, let bim 

o e accurſed. And that you may not believe 

our chat God will not puniſh Men for having fol- 

E low'd their Teachers, hear what God Himſelf 

8 ſaid of the Teachers of the Jews, Let them alone, = 

ben be blind Leaders of the Blind: And if the Blind pat; 15. 1. 

ü Lead the Blind, both ſhall fall inta the Ditch. . 
2, And more abſurd would it be to imagine * . = 

that the Teachers F the Church were infallible, © _ IN N 

an Opinion ſupported, neither by nature) e 

Notions or Light, nor by Revelation, nor by 

Experience: On the contrary Reaſon aſſures 

us, that they are Men and conſequently 

ſubject to Error; Revelation informs us, that 

there have been many falſe Teachers and 

Prophets, and foretells us, that there will 

be always ſome of them; the Experience of - 


— 


* 


evry Age and of ev'ry Day confirms the 
3. Tis eaſy to conceive, that much more 1 
Inconvenience may attend our abſolute Con- eee 
fidence in the Paſtors of the Church, „ng what on 
whereof we are Members, than in our Exami- Teacher: Jay. 
nation of what they ſay. If all the Jews 

and all the Pagans had follow'd the Di- 

rection of their Teachers, neither em nor 

Pagan would have ever been made a Chri- 

ffian. And if the Heatbens and Mabometans * 

will ſtill. be influenced by their Teachers, 

none of them all can ever embrace Chri- 
ftianity.... To = * 


y 5 . * 5 X A 5 6 4 vg 4 * 
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p IL ſay, twould breed Confuſion and 9 
0 1 i ; 2 ' _— ——_— 
Diſt | ry 0 he P | — 
Diſorder, for ev'ry. one to aſl ow - 
. * » * * p ch. 1 a b 3 wel + 2 5 : 2 
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Diſorder, yet the Miſchief of it wou d not 


{anſwer ift. That tho this ſhould prove a 


be comparably ſo great, as that of a blind, 
implicit Aſſurance in the Integrity or Ca- 
pacity of another; and of two Exils the 
eſs is always to be choſen. 2dly. We muſt 
diſtinguiſh between a private diſcretionary Opi- 


nion, anda publick Judgment to which we would ¶ ni. 
confine other People. "Twou'd be ſtrange Na! 
and diſorderly indeed, if ev'ry particnlar Wt . 
Perſon ſhou'd aſſume the Authority of judg - lo- 


ing others and of regulating their Opinions; 
but it is no Ways a diſorder for ev'ry one to WU. 
examine: what concerns his own proper Sal- 
vation. ' That Religion which refuſes it's 
Votaries the Liberty of jud ging for themſelves, Wan 
in matters, not meerly indifferent and ſo at 
the Diſcretion of Superiors, but great and 
neceſſary to Faith or Practice, is ſnrewdly to 
be ſuſpected of having ſomething very Erro- 
neous at the Bottom 
Jo this it may be objected perhaps, that 
. , There is leſs Danger of being deceiv d in examining fu 
4 Doctrine, by the Authority of the Church than Wi 
_ » by" the Scripture it ſelf, But this is a groſs 
- miſtake : mh there is no manner of Danger 
to be fear d in examining the Truth by the 
Seripture ; that cannot deceive us; whereas 
we have no Grounds at all to preſume on the 
 Chureh's Infullibllky;- 7 0997 = 5p 
As to the Pretence, that if ev'ry one ſhou'd 
tale upon him this Scrutiny, there would be as 
many Religions as there are People in the Morld; 
and that there would be no means left of preſerving 
Men in the Unity of Faith, but a Door ou d be 
entirely open d to all ſorts of Herefles. Pray, why 
may we not ſuppoſe, that ſeveral” ſetting 


„udo 


about ſuch a Scrutiny as this, may conſpire 
in the ſame ſentiments, as we find that ſeveral. 
Expoſitors agree in one and the ſame Inter- 
Or why may we not imagine, that God, 
who preſides over Events, might by his 99 55 
and good Providence hinder a Confuſion which 


iht Portion? 08 
Iadeed were our Teachers infallible, to fol- 
low them without Heſitation or Scruple would 

be the propereſt Method of maintaining the 
Unity of Faith; but if they are liable to 


blindly follow them will become Heretigs, 
and thoſe who do not follow them any. farther 
than the Word of God willjuſtifie them, will 
alone continue in the Unity of Faitn. 
If it be urged, that if People are allou d thus 


to canvaſs what their Teachers ſay, they will not 
give them a due Reſpect. I reply, that this wil 


> 


any longer than they. act as true Paſtors, and 
each the Truth: When once they depart 


ever till then: For if what they ſay, upon 
ature Examination, 4 


at F e to 
he Divine. Truth, this Examination enhann- 
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pretation, of numerous Paſſages in Scripture? | 


rom that, che other. Obhgation ceaſes ; but 
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would be the Effect not of a malicious deſig- 
ning Cavil, but of a true and honeff deſire f 


rror, as no doubt they are, then thoſe that 


fully owe them, ſince hoy "owe them nage 
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* 7.* - prelly, that if any Man "wil 4⁰ the will of Him 


1 herb it be of God: or whether he 15 eaks of him- 
| * And 1b hom cells us that gh ap 155 * 
: ' 14. Lord is with thi that fear Him, an He wi 
plum 25 14 ew 15% H Cen. fe 4 
Secondly, Is it credible, that God, who 
has given us a Capacity of diſcerning what i is 
_ prejudicial to our Bodies ſhould deny us a 
acity of diſcovering what is reac 
Souls? Or have we any ſhadow of 


. 


to our 


on Man the Senſe of Pleaſure. or Pain, as 
lotices to perſue or avoid ſuch and ſuch Ob- 


ſhould leave Him entirely unprovided. of 4 
— diſcern What is POPE. for the N 
fu e 
But in order tg His ! is 5 not neceſſar 775 
a competent degree of Learning? 
examining our — Tuck an F hideon ſuppoſe Kee con- 
Religion. ; ox Knowledg and extraordloary Li ghts? 
1 Oyght we not to underſtand the Latigages ? 


Much Learning fight 
not neceſſary for l 


 Vtheme of each different Seck? 

Now ko this. 1 N by Ali guiſhing 

| e is one Eiaminition, N N pete 
2 only by a on ng Application of the Mind to 
TXT Mb") in ht, and to the Reaſons. by 
ez eh this B08 Ke is. ſup ported, and, main 
Wes kick, Theres another 5 on by ſifting 
1 . e that can be Ric Pro or Cops 
—_ | FR later way of Examining is altogether 
e . — 


1 in; T dere to tho! ak FOE Met 
| not be capable of examining Religion, 
as Well as other Truths; our Saviour ſays ex- 


that "ſent Him, e ſhall know of the Doctrine, 


Neaſon to think; that God, who has impreſsd 


for the. onſervation « 0 the Animal Life, 


To be acquainted with "the ObjeQions and 
their Solutions? And Sa HIV 1 JR 


reg 'fo 0 ee iy =%Y fo learn, * Be 1 
to be able to know all that can be ſaid fo 8 - = 
or agai 3 ph One Argument that 
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| ws gion, and whether we meet with i nt; W 
that is neceſſary for the Inſtruction, Com F 
and Sanctification of our Souls; as tis ſuf- n. 
n nc in the Diſcovery of a falle Religion, is 
to find in it ſome Doctrines, that are untrue, I 1 
exo h we be not capable of pafling a uni- 
al Judgment. 
one ſhou'd ſuſpend one's. Opinion, a 
he has examin d a thing with the laſt Pre- th 
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ek and ig 7 be . een n 
tio 11 F would neyer allow any Truth, C 
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bec muſt {till be Aa of. ſome ri 
Opp dition to it. on 


* 


4555 wa Pp Bu nan ave not capable 57 the Pe ſe 

| as Impedi- ple an d obvious Examination. ws are Tou- 

mens of Exami- , Which cannot Reed, or 478 ftrangel ly dul n 
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| 3 7 PIN enn. By 5 5 Ct 
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admirable is, that it agrees perfectly with 
the Religion of the Antienm Fes, ſo that one | 1 
may eafily diſcern that the ſame 8 wit, which. N 
dictated the Law to Moes, and which inſpir d 
3 has dictated the Goſpe/ and in- 
, oanety as onrs ns 
8. There is nothing in this Religion, 
which interferes with thoſe Natural Notions, 
which are impreſs d on the Hearts of all Men. 
Thoſe Myſteries which appear a little contrary 1 
to Reaſon, are not ſo in reality ; as they are A 
Myſteries they are not altogether fo obvious; | 7 
but the generality of Truths and all that re- 
late to our Practire, are indiſputahly conform JF 
to the ſtricteſt Re ff Hey LW a 10 _— 
9. There is an eat Agreement of the Prin- 
eiples of Chriſtianity with the Conſcience o Man. 1 
It ordains nothing, but what the Conſcience 4 
approves. It permits nothing, but what the "EN 
Conſcience deſires. © It never Threatens Y 
but where the Conſcience Fears: It's 
Cenſures and Exhortations are always —_ 
ſuch as the Confcience finds to be juſt and * 1 
reaſonable. Then we may conclude, that _— 
the Author of thit, was the Author of the | : 
10, I ſatisfies all the” real Neceſſities" of the © 
Soul. It inlightens us, it ſanctifies us, it com- 
forts us, it fortifies us, it rejoices us. Ir pro- 
duces the true Contentment of the Mind, it 
quiets all the Tumults of our Conſciences. 
If the Believer fears the Juſtice of God, it 4 
aſſures him, that this Juſtice has been fa- 1 
tisſed by the Son of God Himſelf. If bis Sins? 1 
affrighr him, it ſhews him, that they have 1 
been expiated by the Blood of the Lamb of 
d. If he's 8 of the Devils = 


Rom. 8. 33. 


Rom. 8. 35, 


36, 39. | 
preſent, .northings to come, nor eight, non Depth, 

nor any other Creatures, all. he. able te ſyparere us 
from the Love: ef God, hich ii in Obrist F cpu 


teaching us that Death is the Gate of Heaven 
to the Faithful, and chat it is dreadfal only to 


3 4 > "F 
GRE xo 


N 7 - - 
a | we. $4 A 
[ wg 0 933 . 
7 50 3 > * . 
3 4 of „ N 5 * 3 
* . s. 2 \ 9 4 \ as | 1 "a A # * 21 14 5 


* 


+ 


ho be Il d, any thing tele Charge af Ged. 
Eleii is Gad that juſifeet hs and it puts 


his Mauth chis dang of Triumph; 20 hall 


ſeparate us from the Love of Cbriſt? ShalliTri-' 


bulation,z or Dißreſi, oraRerfeeution, or. Famine, 


or Naledueſa, ar P eil, ar S0) No I 


am per ſiuudede thet neitber, Death, nor Haft; nor 
Angels, nor Principalitiesʒ ner, Pow'rs, nur chung, 


our Lord. It comforts us in the Miſeries of 


Life by teaching us, that the Afflictions, 


which God ſends, are the Chaſti[ements of a 
Father 5 to bring us 5 Out f QUT Errox 83 that 
God will always give us Strength to bear em; 
that they ſhall not laſt long; and that they 
are not comparable to that Eternal weiglit 
Heaven. i ot de 
It arms us againſt che Fears of Death, by 


the Impenitent ; that it will unite the Elec 
of God to the Author both of their Being and 
of their Happineſs, and that nothing ſhall ever 
be able to ſeparate em; and that thongh 
Death lays our Bodies in the Grave, yet will 
they riſe in Glory, and what is now Mortal 
and corruptible, ſhall be rais d Incorruptibl, 
and Immortal. +: % 21433 VVV 
II. I leads us to Gad im all it's Docteines, 
and obliges us ro Go 08 | 


as the Sovereign Lord of the Univerſe, as the 
firſt Fruth, as our. great Law-giver, as the 
| i ig „ 
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L 51 1 
difpoſer. of all Events, as the Prince and * 
thor of all Good, as the Judge of Men and 


4 as the ultimate end of all things, 


as our fupreme Good. 
12. It acquaints us with the Means; which 
God in His Wiſdom has found out of reconci- 


lung our ſelves to Him, to wit, the Death of 


Hir Son, who has ſirffer'd all that we merited, 
_ 1 1 Lal $4 His Wrath. 

| , it:ſhews us the manner how to 
Mer the Beiey kind and propitious to us, 
by flying to his dear Son by our Faith, by 
living in his Communion, by renovncing 


dur Sins, and by acting as he has appdintbd. 


4 one choofe but an, fuels a 


3 n for Divine? 
ſhall farther be confirm d in this Opi- 


1. That this Religi ſkorin bs tc ths 
Maſſab, who was foretold-in the Old Teſta⸗ 
ment, is come; that this Meſſiah is the Son 
of May „in whom we find all the Chara- 
Aers noted by the Prophets; that he has 
uboliſh'd'all the Antient Ceremonies, which 
were 6fily for a time"; and that he has e- 
#ablſh'd a Worſtip Altogether pin #114), far 
wore Worthy God, than that! of che Jabs. 

2. That this Religion has'been'/eonfiray'd 


by . Miracles, which are ätteſted 
to us by Pe ; 1 22 known Otedit and Pro- 


bie f 
| "4 View this R Religion he Hare appexr'd 


in ehe World, than" that, in ſpiglie f che 


Contradictions Of the People und the Weak- 


neſs of its Preachers Jr was revetredthrotigh 1 of Mi 4 


the Univerſe; and that Mukitudes of Mar- 
yrs have feld ie with their Bled. 


24 4. That 
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"The 1 
4, That Ae has been conſtraim d to 
confeſs that the Chriſtian Religion was eſta- | 
bliſh'd by God. Ny 
5. That the moſt furious Enemies of cbri- 
ftianity have given glorious Teſtimonies to 
Feſus Cbriſt and his Apoſtles ;\ inſomuch that 
Porphyry. (aid, that Jeſs was a pious and a 
very wiſe Manz that after his Death he was 
made Immortal in the Heavens, and that one 
ought to take care of offending Him. 
6. That we cannot acknowledge the Teuth: en 
of the: Religion of the Autient Feum, without Ser 
being convinced of the Truth of Chriſtianity. Sub 
For a clearer View of the Excellence of 7 
the Chriſtian: Religion compare it, with Natu - YL 
ral Reli gion, with the Few ii Religinny: with not 
Pa anf; with Mahbometani(1 1 aft 
- You'll find, that in 5 of Natural Reli Pre 
gion, Chriſtianity Teaches us with abundance die 
of more Plainneſs and IIbat ration, the very = 
ſame: things that were reveal d by Nature; etz 
and that it has diſcover'd to us a Thouſand 0 
things, that Nature ſaid nothing of. For Na- Wi 
tue never inform'd us of a means to render ae 
the Deity propitious to us, but it has often ©2 
made us ſadly ſenſible of His Anger, and In- 5 
dignation by thoſe Tragical Events, chat too i du 
frequently happen in the World. 294 
If Natural Religion has Kquainted, ws; that a 
' we were made for a Sovereiga Good, yet it nat 
left us in Miſery, and did not ſhew us wherein his 
this Sovereign Good conſiſted; nor the Methods 7! 
of obtaining it. But Chriftianitn Teaches us an 
all theſe things; ir diſcovers to us God our Ne 
a=. 3. 16. Redeemer, God manifeſt in the Fleſh, juſtified in the 
tbe Spirit, ſeen of Angels preach A unto the Gen- 129 
as, Bev on in * World, receiv d up into Pr 
a 8 * i. 
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that God requires, and that it's in this Com- 


munion, where the Sovereign Good and true 


Felicity are to be met with. You ll find too, 
inſtead of the obſcurity, of the Figures, of the 
Shadows, of the laborious Ceremonies, of the 
carnal Service, with Which the Fewiſh Re- 
ligion abounds, that Chriſtianity has taken o 


the Veil, and diſcovers how Figures has given 


Place to Truth, Shadows to Subſtance, Cere- 


monies to internal Devotion, and a low Carnal 


Service to a Service entirely Spiritual and 
% . W WY TOTES 
As to the Pagan and Mabometam Religions, 
you'll preſently be convinced that there is 
nothing good in them, which you have not 


after a more perfect manner in the Chriſtian 


Profeflion ; and that all the reſt, is either ri- 
diculous, or extravagant or impious. 
From what has been ſaid, we conclude, 


either that there is no true Religion, which 


would be to charge God with. a defect of 


Wiſdom and Goodneſs; or that all Religions 


are equally True or Falſe, which is contrary 
to right Reaſon ; or, that the Chriſtian Reli- 
rr... wy goa att, 

No mighty Parts are neceſſary here; for I 
am perſwaded, that a Man of the moſt ordi- 
nary Capacity, provided he will make uſe of 


gion is the true Religion we have been in- 


his Reaſon, is ſufficient. for ſuch an Exami- | 


nation, Many things he'1! diſcover of himſelf, 
and others are eaſily made familiar to him, 
No Man, how ſimple focver, but may obſerve 
that the Chriſtian Religion ſpeaks of God in a 
manner. Majeftick and Uncommon ; that it's 
Precepts are moſt Holy and moſt realonable, 
—_—_ | . it 5 
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it's Promiſes raiſin and it's Threats tre 


mendous; there's- an fo Simple, whole 


Reaſon will not oblig ge him, to confeſs, that 


if he could but apply and practice all that 
Cbriſtianiiy directs and ordains, he ſhoud be 


the happieſt Creature in the Worid; No Man 
ſo Simple, who do's not feel the greateſt Sa- 
tisfaction in reading the Goſpel, and conceive 
the gretiteſt fee! in its Commands. 

Sod be thank 'd, that we were not Born 


in the Darkneſs of 5 aganiſm, or the Clouds of 
Mabometaniſin; but wade: the benign Influ- 


ence and Light of Cbriſtianity, the only true 


Religion: That we are no longer ſubiect to 


the inſuppertable Yoak of Moſes, but that we 
are under Grace, and not come unto the MN. 
TAIN that mi be be touch d, and that Burnt with 
Fire, nor unto Blackneſs and Darkneſs and Ten: 


Peſt ; but unto MON SON, and unto the 


City of the living God; "the Heaverly Feruſalum, 


and to an innumerable Company of Angels, to the 


general A Aſſembly and Churth of rhe firſ#. Born, 


which are Written in Heaven, and to God the 


2 of all, and to. Feſus the Mediator of the 
| New Covenant, and to the Blood. of 1% 
that ſpeaketh better things than that of A 

But let us take care that we be not 0 
of being worſe than the Heathen: themſelves. 
We blame thoſe blind People for having ado- 
red many Gods, and for deifying their Paſ- 
Gons; let us Examine, whether we are not 
guilty of the like Idolatry. When I fee 2 
Br etous Wretch thinking on nothing but his 


reaſures, I fancy, I ſee a Pagan ptoftra- - 


ting himſelf to his Idol of Gold or Silver; ; 
and this J am aſſur'd of, that a covetous 


Chriftian, 6ying with. his Wee, ſhall be 
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condemn'd to more. poignant Torments, 
than the 1dolatrons Heathen, Is the aſpiring 
difcontented Man, who Sacrifices all to his 
Ambition lels culpable, than a Pagen Who 
adores his Fupiter 2 Is the volu ptuous Crea- 


ture, who plunges himſelf into a Thauſand 


Debaucheries, lels Criminal, than a Heathen 
who Sacrifices to Venus? No doubt, but the 
Gentiles will rife up in Judgment againſt the 
Chriſtians, Will not, think you, the Nine- 
vites, who changed their Manners at the 
Preaching. of Jonas only, riſe up in Judg- 
ment againſt us Sinners, whom ſo many 
Sermons he er move or affect? They had no 


Light, but the gloomy Twylight of Nature, 
if f ma xpre is and wehave 


£1 may, prefume to expreſs it fo, and we 
the brighter Beams of the. Sun of Eighteonſweſa 
Rurabled themſelves in Sackclorh and 

bes, and we will not abate the leaſt Punctilio 

of our Pride. Ought not the inviolable 
Juſtice of Ariſtides, of Ageſilau, of Trajan to 


Shame and put to Ge Fl thoſe Mercenary 
8 


Souls, who can he bought and corrupted into 
the Opprefiion of Widows and Orphans 2 Do's 


not the 365 and Temperance ol 2 Scipio re- 


roach thoſe infamous Creatures of either 


ex, who inſtead of following che Purity of 


Cbriſt, abandon themſelves wholly to their 
Lufts? Should not the exact Schrieh of Epa- 
minondas and Fabricius give a check to thoſe 


Chtiſtian Debauchees, who Live only to eat 


and regale ' themſelves? The Noble Senti- 
ments of Aurelius Antoninus ſevereſy upbraid 
infinite Numbers of Chriſtians, who with the 
Lizht of the Goſpel, never entertain d ſugh 
9 Thoughts, inſomuch than one would 


tale ; nonnu tor tlie Chrifian, and them for 
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Heat bent. Cimop's Charity of whom tis re- 
ported that he ſtudied to do all the Good he 
could, is an unexceptionable Reproof of 
thoſe Chriſtians, who ſcarce know in the 
Practice what Charity is. The Chriſtian Con- 
Fi duct of Titus Veſpaſian, who ſaid, that he had 
| loſt the Day, in which he had done no Good, 
do's but too ſenſibly reflect on thoſe Heathe- 
niſh Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, who think that 
they have loſt their Day, that has hot been 

Witnels of ſome ill Action or other.. 
Alas! Is it poſſible, that the Hopes ef a 
vain Immortality, the Hopes of ſurviving 
after Death in the Mouths of Men, could 
make ſuch Impreſſions on the Heat bent, and 
that the certain Hopes of a bleſſed Immor- 
tality, the Fear of an Eternal Hell, the 
Death of Chrif and His Example, ſhould C 
leave the Hearts of Chriſians unmov'd and i N 
Is it not matter of Affliction and Concern, l 
that thoſe, who have travelld among the * 
Idolatrous People, who have ſcarce any No- < 
tion of a Deity, or that thoſe, who have con- 
vers d with the Turks, ſhould tell us, that 
+ truly they find more good Faith among I1fidels 
than they do among Cbriſtian ? 
ls it not a lamentable thing, that Pagans 
ſhould have theutmoſt reſpe& e their Gods, 
and Turks for their Mabomet, and yet that 
5 Chriſtians ſhou'd have none for the Living God 
® And for Feſus Cbriſt? That ve ſhould have 
= . tefs value for our Churches, than the Mabs- 
*z metans tor their Moſques? We are inform'd, 
= | that ſome Turks will not enter into their 
5 Moſques without being reconciled to their 
Enemies, although Mahomet allow's em Re- 
* — won 
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venge ; and how many Chriſtians are there; 
who day! come to Church ; and who par- 
ticipate. of the Holy Sacrament without quit- 


ting their Hatreds and Animoſities ? What 


a Shame is it for us to be excell'd by People 
Ignorant of the Goſpel ? Ah! Let us not boaſt 
of being Chriſtians, or elſe let us change our 

Manners. Let us not infult the Fews for 
Crucifying Chriſt, if we are reſolv'd to Cru- 
cify Him afreſh. Strange! There is no Fews 
but would go to the End of the World and 


forſake all —_ to follow his Meſſiah ; and 
ie 


we ev'ry Day fee Chriſtians which will not 
advance one ſtep tow'rds Feſus Cbriſt, who 
yet would take it as the greateſt Affront and 
Injuſtice to be call'd worſe than Fews. 
To conclude, ſince we profeſs our ſelves 
Chriſtians, let us Live as Chriſtians ought; as 


Meg, who believe themſelves redeem'd by 
the Blood of the Son of God; as Men, who 


look for an incorruptible Inheritance, and 
who hope for a Bleſſed Immortality through 
Chrift Jeſus. | — 35 
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J Hitherſoever we turn our Eyes, we 
meet with juſt Subjects for our Ad- 
miration of the Greatneſs: of God's Works, 
the Wiſdom and Depth of His Ways; and our 
Spirit diſcovers to us ſuch Wonders in this 
Contemplation, that we are conſtrain d to 
adore, with a Religious Reſpect, that which 
we can never ſufficiently know: But that 
which ought more particularly to raiſe the 
Admiration of all Men, is too often look d 
pon with Indifference, nay with Contempt, 
dy thoſe, whoſe. Underſtanding the God of 
this World: has blinded : The Natural: Man re- 


they are 2 unto Him, neither can He know 
hem, becauſe they are Spiritually diſcemm d. 
'Twou'd be eaſy. to prove this from ſeveral 
Examples: But one alone may ſerve to con- 
. ve 
The Chriſtian Religion is without Contra- 
diction, the moſt compleat Work that could 
come out of God's Hands. Tis the peculiar 
His Power, and all His other Virtues appear 
there in their | brighteſt and - trueſt Luſtre. 
Nevertheleſs this Religion, ſo Pure and Wor- 
thy as it is, has been reputed. an Offence by 
ſome, and by others Extravagante Preach 
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The Defence of Chriſtianity in General. 


ſays 


ceiveth nat the things of the Spirit of God; for 1 Cor. a. 


10 


— 
2 8 A a mais * = » - we my 2 1 * 
? - 4 * 7 4 22 * Fey - ET Of * 1 EFF. R - * . ö 2 * 8 as. 
- Y Gy ”— ROE OE TITS iN OT : . * n n i 
A, 8 beg RES R ; dn Ce os Eats 
2 ; 25s * e * 73g." ge Wap N * — N F va * W 
— — Te WR 2 b - ” 
x T * 
* 


1 BI Cie hls 2? tte ed 833 
; who Ic Ty © . he's." 8 * 
4% *- g N *. - $ 


A ; The Defence of | 
s Cor. 2. 23. ſays St. Paul; Chriſt Crucified,” unto the Jews 
. 4 ſtumbling Blick, and to the Greeks, Fooliſhneſs, 
And to this very Day there are ſome pro- 
fane Creatures, who entertain Notions of 
this Religion, little more advantagious ; who WW T 
ſuffer themſelves to be call'd Chriſtians, but 
mock at the moſt reveal'd Myſteries of Chri- 
ftianity ; who allo do their utmoſt ta ſtifle in No b. 
their Hearts all Sentiments of a Deity, and 
who have properly no God but themſelves, 
and no other End or View but to Live in this 
preſent World, without thinking of a World 
to come. What Corruption! What Blind- 
neſs is this! At leaſt theſe Monſters might 
Conceal themſelves, and not dare to appear 
in Publick: But Impiety has taken off the NC. 
Maſque ; ſhews it ſelf in the Face of the Sun, MfIliſ 
and has the Impudence too to maintain it's 
Opinions. It is to fortifie the Faithful againſt Mwel 
ſuch Wretches, that we have undertaken, 
with the favourable Aſſiſtance of the God of ma 
Truth, the Defence of the Chriſtian Religion, 
In the former Treatiſe, we made it appear, 
that of all the Religions in the World, there 
woas none more Excellent than Cöriſtianity, Bo 
and that it has all the Marks of it's coming Hare 
from God; and from hence we conclude, that ¶ be 
we muſt allow either that there is no true 
Religion, which would betoraceuſe. God of Ml 
a Defect of Wiſdom or Goodneſs ; or that all WW att 
Religions are equally True, an Opinion not 
ro be maintain d without renouncing our bit 
Reaſon ; or that the Chriſtian Religion is of 
Divine Inſtitution, the thing we contend for. MW w: 
But becauſe you may demand of me, whbe- 
ther there be nothing in this Religion, which I ar 
may make us doubt it's Divinity, I deſign 
nr 5 to 
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Cbriſtianizy in Genre! - "0 
o anſwer all the Objections uſually made on , 
his Subject to che End, that you your ſelves, 
may Examine,” whether, what we have ſad, 
de not "TIE - 
The fir Objection nN Chriſtianity, re- objeRtion I, 
pards the Matters of Fact upon which this if *he an 
eligion is grounded. Whether one ought — 0 
o believe them, who have told us, that there.g;amty is 
as one Feſus Chriſt, who roſe from the Dead, gromded. | 
ind whether it be not a Fable, which: they impoſe 
2 us for 4 Real Story. | pA | 
Jo let you ſee Ns this Objection does not 
give us much Trouble, we ſhall only ask, 
hether we may not demand the ſame Equity 
n reſpect to. the matters of Fact, on which 
briſtianiiy is founded, as in ref; pect to thoſe 
Hiſtorical Facts, Which no Body queſtions: 
| or we ſuppoſe that no Hiſtory has been fo 
ell proved as the Reſurrection a Teſus Chriſt; 
inſomuch, that either we muſt believe no 
matter of. Fa&, of which one has not been 
an Eye: Witneſs, or we, muſt, be perſwaded, 
that Feſus Chriſt did riſe from the Dead. F 
Jo convince you of this, I deſire thateviry 
Body would Examine, what thoſe Qualities «. 
are, which ought to Wake, An 8 1 Y 
be believ'd., add * — 
You'll ſay bf: | | ; 1 
1. That he muſt have 125 that 9 5 he 
atteſts, and not rely on the Re Pan of hee 
. That he muſt be a Man 0 known. Þ ro- 
bity and Virtue. | 
3- That he had great Reaſon, to examine 
well the Fact which he dęepoſes. 
4. That there was not the leaſt appear- Co 
ance of his being decriv d. 5 4 
0 That ve cannot diſcorer any. Motive, : = 
% | which 
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"The Define of 


» Which could indes tim 80 Lye, and Affi 
 whathe knew tö be Falſe. 

6. That he had alſo powerful Reaſons to 
engage him not to Lye. 

7. That this Author could not have lied 
1 being the worſt and moft Villanous 
of Men, and that nevertheless, the very Ene- 

Vitneſs 
to his Vii 
D 8. — e Evnfirri'd His Hiſtory by His 

eat 

9. That it was publiſt'd 3 in a Time, when 
it was very eafy to convincehimof Falſtiood, 
and that no Body, for all this, did ever con 
_ vince him. 

10. That ſeveral Hiſtorians gepoſs cons 
ſtantly the very ſame thing. 

11. Laftly, that what He Wits; has beet 
bellerd by Miltitudes of Pes 8 of [good 
ns "a TD, the beſt of ies Appearance dow 

r 

1 Wader FY Fact reported by ſich an 
Ae be not ineonteftably True, I confeſs 
1 have nothing more to lay but ſo we main. 

* tain, that no Fatt; even thoſe, Which we 
have ſeen with Our Eyes, is certain-; a thing 
the moſt incredulous of hiſtorical Faas, wil 
not dare to aver... 

Let us ſee then, whether the Apoflles, 


ako have inform d us chat Fiſuc Chrif roſe 
| * the Dead, have the wualities we del 
rib 


Toll not doubt of this, if vou will | give 
us your, Attention; and you will find” r00 
"that They had theſe _ Qualitles' in che mol 
eminent Degree. Shred 


„„ 1. 1 bar, Wim? of that; which 1 
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Chriſianity in General. 
have ſeen, not afar off but near or in a due * 
Diſtance. It was not one Apoſtle only, o 
ſau and rote, but many. They employd 
all their Senſes in judging what they depos d. 


* 


heir Eyes, they Ears, ic. Pands, They 
apply'd.cheſe ſeveral times, having been with 


Weeks, during which, thay ſaw this Divine 
Saviour Move, Talk and AG, they viewd 
His Feathres, pat cheir Hands into his Side, 
ſaw and touch d the Marks of His Stripes. 
2. They avere lden of known Hrubity and Virtue. 
None of their moſt invetetate Enemies ever 

charg'd em with Vice or Villany; and. thei 
Morality is Wonderful. They particularly 
declare againſt Lying, and they are of ſugh 
exact Integrity as not t hide their .own 
W 15 2 21 ag wy af bk dab 
71 16 , Bk reat "2. 0H on t, + 60400917 | | 
Cleats Jaws Bow ie Felws:Chrif Ade 
riſe, He had deceiv d em; He was not what 
he ſaid: he Was, ſo that they would not have 
regarded Him as their Maſter. It was more 
their temporal Intereſt not to believe : ö 
Reſurrection, and it was much more f. 
their worldly Advantage to ſay, as St. Petar 
did, 1 know Him not. Beſides, there were 
ſome amoag em, who doubted of the Fact, 
and would mot be convinoed . of its truth till 
they had examin d it as nicely as they could. 
4. There dum mot the leaſt appeatence of their 
being deceiv . For how could they be;Jo.2 
Was it becauſe their Imagination Was diſtur- 
E e ” their Diſcourſe, 
that ſappoſes an irregular Imagination, on 
the . one fees an admirable. Wiſdom 
mine through all their Writings, Is it be- 
5 : _ cauſe 
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Tube Defence of 


they depoſe? No, by no means; for the 


—.— was not that concerning ſome dif- 
ficiilt and obſcure Doctrine; but the Reſur- 


rection of their Maſter , with whom the 
had: convers'd for fome Years. Is it becauſe 


they were abus d by Deluſions and Enchant. 
ments? If ſo, this muſt be the Devil, who 


Was a Lyar and Murierer from the beginning. 


But beſides that thoſe, with whom we con. 
tend, are not, perhaps, much perſuaded that 
there are ſuch things as Devils; is it likely 


that the Devil ſhould intervene on ſuch an 


Oceaſion, ſince the whole purport of the 
Goſpel tends to the Deſtruction of his King- 
dom? Not to ſay any thing, that there is 
no probability that the Devil ſhould have 
"Ag ſo grolly ts deceive and | impoſe on 
Men. Beſides is it credible, that the People 
ſhould be perſuaded, without any 'Reaſon, 
chat Feſus after His Reſurrection, had ſent 
em His Spirit, to ſpeak all ſorts of - Langua- 
ges, and to perform all ſorts of Miracles 
No ſurely. Then there is not the leaſt ap- 


ptarance that they were deceiv'd:! 
a One cannot diſcover any Motive, which 


wonld induce em to lie. Could it be to gait 


"Pains, and Troubles, and Perſecutions ; that 
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they. fonts be W to all nde of 7 


graces and of Puniſhments too. Could it be 


to acquire 2" Reputation in the World? But 


their Doctrine was not very proper to get 
Applauſes. They did not think to charm the 


Ears of their Audience with the Eloquence 
of their Diſcoutſe, nor to gratify their Paſs 
ſions; and according to their own Doctrines 
Impoſtors could expect nothing but Eternal 
Torments. Could it be the Lou of their Ma- 


ler, that induced em to lie? But how could 


they love Him; if He had 'deceiv'd em,; or 
indeed if He had not roſe from the Dead? 
It does not chen wt e's that Boone hs Had! wy. 


Motive to lie. 


6. So far from, this, that they 1 — 
Reaſins to engage em not to Lye. The Preſer- 


vation of their Life and of their Eaſe, which 


alt Men, who hate a ſpark of Reaſon i in em, 
naturally deſire, engag d em to ſpeak the 
Truth, or at leaſt not advance ſuch an Im- 


poſture. One may apprehend, that a Man 
can expoſe himſelf. to Death for àn Error, 


which he ſtrongly believes a Truth: But that a 


Man who knows in his Conſcience, that he im- 


poſes on the World, ſhould love his Impoſture 55 


more than his Life, unleſs he be a mad Man, 
is a thing not to be conceiy d. 


7. To proceed; one cannot ſay, that he 


Apoſtles have lyed, without accuſing em as 


the worſt and moſt Villainous of Men, that 


which no Body ever ſaid of em; for they 


oould not deceive, unleſs thro the Pleaſure 


alone of Deceit; which is the higheſt De- 
gree'of Wickedr „ 11745 71 


8. Let us nor ſtop here: The Apoſtles libs 
maintain d and NEED their) 88 int by 
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en ap eber, uh Joy, 


. with: Patience, and wich A Tbouſand other 

3 Proofs of their Piet If ãt betrue that they, 

— = were Impoſtors, „how comes it that none 
13 betray d and) reveal Aißthe Secret, op- 
x os dip bis Conſdienes;: by, the natural Re- 


ect evry one us for the Truth, by the 
Majeſty df the Tribunab; ubefore which they 
appear d, by the terrible Idea of drawing 
n et the Hatred :of the whole Farth, 
and by the Fear of a future Judgin 
Nor is thisdithy the Apaſtles wrote after a 
a manner, as»plainly makes it appear,: - that 
3 they had no Deſigm ta impoſe. For the) 
= | did not any ways accommodate! themſelves 
” to the Tnclinations of People, and declared 
Myſteries, which at firſt View gave great 
Offence toithoſe that heard: "Endo noi 
9. They wrote in a Time, when)theie 
were ſeveral Thou 35 who could have 


=— -convinicdothemof Fulſbond, albiwho; Were 1 
= Feruſalem on the Da kent the firſt Chriſtias 
= . Pentecoſt, if f in rea ity, What they -wrots 


Pg ET * 


* 5 was not true. N eee eee ad 
— : . ro; All. hat: they have Gd, agrees E 
3 :a&ly with what the Antient Prophets ſne wd, 


Tale? could this be, Ws lar Feng 
. eo 5 oe ThE fins 
120 Maleitndes, ſince their Death, of ov 15 
3 Age ev'ry- Condition, ey r Sex, have con- 
1 _ . "firm'd-cheirs Teſtimbny; Philoſophers, O 
1 rators, learned and unlearned; Kings hein 
ſelves have ſubmitted their Scepters —— 

> -riſen' from! the Dead. An Hundred Vea 
= after the Reſurrection of Chtiſt, Tuſtin Ma- 
9e. reckoned already among the Believers, ma. 
1 1 ny * W even to thoſe yagabond 

N TH | "Pup 


Ds ages 
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. Who wandere d here and. * in © 
fix d and ſettled Habication. In ,Tertuilian's o 31 I 


whole Extent. of the Roman Empire, that is, 


day but juſt bers, 


0 We Fell d all that acknowledpes:! iy aur Power, 


Jo 8 Palace, your; Sennte, our 


10 of Mary was the dach 
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arts and Waggons, wichont haying. any 


Time, there were Ghrifians chroughout the 


there, ere thoſe, who beliey d that Chriſt 
gs, from the Dead, and who dy d too 1 
en, of this Doctrine. Ve are Teriull. Apel ; 7 
aid an Antient Father c. 37. = 
in his Apology. tothe Romans, aud get already... . == 


Villa 


2 les, Cat leu een and Tete 
Aſſes 


lies: The 2 rhemſel pes gear Tribes, 


Places of Re orb, be it: ew nothing. bat. 3 
Jour Ve ©6045 ng Fe EIB INS: CAM aaa HARA 5M 
$ nah e ace. ons Year: for fit: © i 
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ko When dre, cent the Scripture « t 
Sobiecke of Worſhip and Imvocaticn, we find : i: 
. That ie is neither commanded us not 
ad vis d us there to addreſs any Religi ous Prayer 
to other than © God, and chat alſo o inſtead 'of 
Prey to Göll, ie is contented frequently to ſay 
only Pray; from whence one tought to dra 
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Faith is Sin; and that Faith is founded on Rom, 10. 17. 
the Word of God, it follows, that one cannot, 
without Sin, invoke any other than God, be- 
cauſe we ſee in no part of the Holy Scripture, 
that God Wills or Commands us, or is pleds'd 8 3 
that we call on any other but Him. - 2» 
2. The Scripture too ſays, that we muſt 4 
not apr and ſerve 5 but God. 5 5 2 1 
Worſbip the Lord and Him only ſhalt thou Marr. 4. 1c 4 
ſerve, L what 7205 Chriſt ſaid to the Devil, ay . T 3 
who tempered Him. Bj your Hearts unto 
the Lord and ſerve Him only faid Samuel to the 
Iſraelites ; where we Ruſt obſerye that in the 
Verſion of the Septua uagint is the Word, from 
whence the Roman Communion have et: 
the Term of awde* e, ſo that to Tran- «Q 37% 
ſlate theſe Words according to the Doctor 
this Church, one maſt render em 1 ar. 
unto Hun alone the Worſhip of Dua. 
St. Paul Teaches us, that one od t to Rom. 2 
don Him only in whom one” believes, TEM 
How ſhall they call on Him in whom they ade not 
believ'd? Whence it appears, thit"fince we = 
believe in God only, Fat Sen, and Holy Ghoſt, Jer. 175 1 
and ſince Feremiab Cunſer the Man, who truſteth ; \ 
in Man, e ought not to invoke” any _ 
* Age St. Poul ſpeaking of the Idle . 2 
4. in; t. Pa g o I - 
trous Galatians, ſays, that 'when . »* knew not AT 48 225 — 
God, ' they- did Service" unto them 1 ich by Na- er To fe . 1 | 
ture are no' Gods,” Where the Word Pulia is Side, 1 f 
fill uſed; from  wheiies we infer, that it is N ie E 
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ni at the Hour of Death; to (5) Inlighten the 


my Blind; to free the Guilty from their fatal 
e , e Chains; to break the Feiters of Sin, whoſe 
5 Weight oppreſſes us; (c) to conduct us to a 
e e wt N to make us (d) Pure, Humble 
And Meck; to give us a Chaſte Heart, and 
| a * _ to ſecure. us the way to Heaven. They of 
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r asche 2 Life, the 2 the only Hope and 
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they Penetrate the Darkneſs of our Hearts, 
that Heaven opens and ſhuts at their rd, 
and they ask of them deliverance from Sins 
by their Command. It plainly appears then 
t. that the Roman Church divides the Wor- 
ſhip only due to God, between Him and Hi 
Creatures; which is an eden (rater of 
a falſe Religion. 2zdly. They abuſe us when 
they ſay that they only asz the Saints to 
g Pray for tben. PDE. 
6. This Church approves that one ſhould 
bid the Holy Yirgin, to () uſe che Right of 
a Mother over her Sos. 7. She 
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dium, audite Preces ſupplicum, qui cœlum Herbs elau- 
ditis, ſerIfque ejus ſolvitis, nos à Precatig omnibus, ſol- 
vite juſſs queſumu*, quorum Precepro ſubditur ſalus, & 
Languor omnium fanate ægros — nos reddentes 
Virtutibus. Fuft Fudger arid True Lights of the World, 
anſwer our Wiſheg, Hear our humble Peri ftons, you, who ſhut 
and open Heaven at's Word, we beſeerh you, looſe us by your 
Command from all our Sins; you, to wheſp Power Health 
and Sickneſs ave ſubjected, Heal and reftore fo Vigor and Virtue 
u who are Sick 'mith Treſpaſſes and Sins. 


{s) The famous Monſieur de Meaux in | his Expoſition | 


p. 19. rclatzs theſe Words of the Catechiſm of tbe Council of 
Pag. ße Pray to God either tg give ut good thing, or 
% deliver us from Evil ; but des. that the Saints ave 
\ wore agreeable to Him than we, we atk them to tale gu- 
Parts and to oft ain for us what we want. ines it comes 
; that we uſe iwo very different Forms of Prayer ſince that 
" tyſtead of the proper manner in ſpeaking to God, which is 
Have Pity on us, Hear ur, we are contented to ſay to the 
C Saws: e Dot, won, 

(6) We find'in a Mf of Paris, Printed An. 1634 iu 's 


Hymns Mariz Præconlo; O Felix Puecrpera, 'noſtra pians 


ſeeters, Fure Marres impers Redemtort : O'bleſed Paremns, 
who" (*diateſft our Crimes; with the Kothority of a Mither 


command the Redeemer. To whith. we may add the An 


tient Verſes, ſo often repeated, in which they ſay tothe virgin, 
that though She ha) confleſcended to b call'd the Hand- mi 
of Jeſus Chriſt, yet"'afcorBing to tht” t. & God, Sie is ber 
Mickten. "Thor Bqwiry'and Reaſon bid Her t have Authority | 
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1 Chefin i in ig; ali 
ner Conſeſſions of Sins, and in her-Menaces: 
a —— not True then, that She Prays to the 
Glorify'd Saints, in the ſame Spirit of Love! 
and according to that order f Fraterned Seieſy, 
ich uclines us to ask Help of our Bret hren — 
n Earth. For it was never order d that they 
u ſhould cald upon the Saint below, as on th 
Min Heaven; that they ſhould Build 'em Tem- | 
ples hg br 0 8 1 5 Names; raiſe em 


et em Wen Prayers, dedicate to em Feſti- 
— aa, and celebrate the Sacrifice of the Maſs 
eh if their Honour. 

' 8. This Church gives her Approbation o 
— — where they ſay things of the Bleſſed 
ib in and of Saints,” which would amaze one 
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11 . to 175 J ns "Maria. In in thats cer fon f fan: 
Hf I confeſs my ſelf to God, to the Virgin, tothe A — x 
and to alt the Saints in Paradiſe: The Pope concludes a 


t. F. * and, . 1 
480 T. ty to Her P. rn Mercy on me, 
Lady 5 rn call d the löcher of Mercy : And zc- 
* Rodin to the Bowels of thy Mercies blot oo 
\ Tranfgre Mins: PI. 68. Let Mary ariſe. Pf. 110. 
Lord fard unto our” La ly Sit thin it my Ri 20 
Who can Read #bife things wit boug Horror Gig a 
Joon] are r 22 no laſs ip; | 6 Stelle 
otone B. Vitg 7; Ti. Werk of Cofterbs, of Aleniz 
$110" » Capitthity, "rhe Feſuit'Salyzar, of Bernardi de 
Buſtis, of Fathe? Oteſſet, G i'which one Reads md 
Whieties, ſuch e God has Hicretd to confer His Grace 
A Man,” pitt "By tht" Interceſſon of "Mary ; that A 
Hr wn Foy "belongs to her 3 76712 1 moſt not ſerupl 
rok d ds Se an 
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elves at their Feet, offer 


Ito Read em,; ſuch as is rhe Pſalter of Cardinal 
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chat would ſomething limit the Extravagant 
Devotions of the People. 


I might add to this, what the (m) Com- 
poſors of the Index Expurgatorim have done by 


the Order of the Council of Trent, who put 
our” of St. Auſtin theſe true and Orthodox 
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Laurent, that the Virgin Mary tan ao all that her Son 
can becauſe the Son and the Mother having bat one Fleſh, 
they jointly p fe the ſame Power, the Son by Nature, and thi 
Mother by Grace ; that the Quality of the Mother of God 


renders her Worthy of Adoration ; that the Angels do adore 


and did adore the Virgin beſere ſbe wa, in the World, 1 


ſeveral other things to this Pufpſmſme. 
O They: cenſure 4 Book, entituled, Avis Salutaires de le 


'Vierge Marie à ſes Devors indiſcrers ; where the Author 
won | have em be contented fo ſay, Ho y, Mary Mother of 


Gd, ſapply © with your Piaiſes to the Almighty, that 
which my Weakneſs cannot render him; &c. He al 


to love me without loving God, for. whom. zlone you 
oughe to love me: | don't pretend to take away any 
thing from God, nor to enter into competition with 
Him; Gad, who hes an Infizite Goodneſs, challenges 
your whole Affeckien, and will ergroſt your Heart. 
The [ame Author blames: t heſe, who pay their Homage 10 
the Holy Virgin as to a Subaltern Deiry, and who be 
lieves that without her, they can't approach God even 
by Jeſus Chriſt Himſelf. ho would imagine that ſuch 4 
Riek 45 this ſhould he fonnd fault with ? Yet. has this Bulk 
been W Rome and in Spain, a containin Propoſi- 
tions ſuſpected of Error, Impieties, and Abuſe of Scri- 
prvre ; and as 5 of the Faithful from their Piety 
and Devotion to the Mother of God, from their Invo- 
eat iog, Veneration and Worſhip of Images. 
ie Deletion. ef Honorandi ſunt propter i mitatio- 
gem, non adorandi propter Religionem Sancti Fr. Aug. 
3. Ub. I, de ver. Rel. p. 743. Edit. Bobenii; and 
al.113- Videatur ſibi purgatioris 


11 in eſſe Religion s, qui 
icngt, nec ſimulachrum, nec Demonium colo, ſed pet 
jem corporalem ejus rei ſignum int near quam cole 
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Chriſtians. They ane their Water, thei 
we hy ulk the fame nta, and 4 
"They give them Godfarhe 11 and G Goh, 


"hilt Hily Ghoſt. They Nome" them;, ind. none 
the 


but a deln N chem, . 


N 


The Doctrine of the real Pruſance was not 
Wght till the Ninth Century, when Paſchaſe, 


FT of om 


mothers. 
5 Witer on them bK the Name of che Fa- 


J . S 8. 


S 3. -2- - 


5 een in 5 
WF the \Body and Blood of Feſus Chriſt, Anno 818. 
And this is it that makes Cardinal (c) Bellar- 
uin ſay, that Paſchaſe was the firſt who has 
' | writcen,, ſeriouſly. and, amply of the, Rralin of 
che Beh and d of our Lord een 


ri Nag w. 


5 

_ as the Pecond Choral, of Nice Nice, hald 
4 Anno 787, under 5 K WR eſta- 
7 
y 


bliſh'd.che Worſhip of Image igt 
was Bonifece IV. — 2 Seventh Century, 
8 who appointed the Feaft of All-Saints, and 
who. HEE the meer of the Pagans into 
Ia Church in Honour of the Bd e en 
0 


of the Mariyrs, "IE 288 
Twas in the Fourth, Century thas. Pope 
7 Syricius preſcrib'd Celipacy to the Priaſti 
che Lear 386 but he was not very Tan 
E 
{ks ally abey 3h; +. 

M | The Mengfich way, of living began qoorin. 
che 7 0 . 8 ente 3 
tions of it were laid in Egt by St. p 

7 | vh0.dy/d- Amo 358..,Bur ine Monkrof ole 

> | Times were Laics, lin d by the; Work oßcheir 

8 own Hands, and had Power to A,1fi 

— in che Three fit Ages, we ſee ng manner 

ne of Sign of the Pope's, Primacy, of 


_ Jnve- 
dn cation of Saints, of dhe Harſhip, of- ee * 


7H. || che Sacrifice of the Maſs, and of ſevera 
79. | Errors, which the Church of Rome ts BOW. 
hey maintain with ſo much Heat. ; 

Jou ind then, 9 it is not 
point out che very Ri and — 
the pak ran the Ran Church. »© 3603 bas 
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But how; Joy. they, dares any * one call 


HO wlüch have been "Taught by the 
Apoſtles and may be Pprov'd om Pallages 1 in 

ee eure, Error? 

1. II3 certain, that the more ere of this 

Religion do allow that the Doclrines of which 


we Rive deen ſpeakihg, are no where to be 


found in the ſacred Writings This is what 
many of them have confeſs d in relation to 
Tranſubſtantiation, \ the real Preſence, the Sa- 


crißce of the Maſs, the Communion in one kind | 
omy, the Adoration of Saints and of the Eu- 


chariſf; Private Maſſes, Conf on, Iudulgences, 
Purgatory, Merit in Works, 


Extreme Unclion, and Invocation. Every Body 


1 knows that George of Ataide Preacher to the 
Tang of Port u ugal ped 


maintain'd and prov'd. 
Congett of Trent that the Sacrifice of 
ths aft had no Foundation in Scripture. 
© . it muſt be granted, that choſe very 
s, which” they bring to prove the 
ah Ned Roman Church, are ſo little 


5 een Purpoſe, that one would think, one 
Was Areaming when one Reads ſuch ſort of 


ments. a 3 Vi £4 15 1311 . 
To prove che- Weiſhip of hide they ur 
that there were Figures 7 'Chernbim in tbe Av 


bar if chere were che People never weltemz 
and that God bad bau Braxen Serpent to be 


erecreu q to which nevertheleſs they paid no 


h Worſhip till Hezkiah's time; upon Whibkt very 
e it be broken i in Ow 
5 "Ml 
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amber of Sacra- 
ments, Celibacy of Eecleſiaſtics, Monkiſh Vows, 


8 1 | ' Staff though. it be expreſly in the s ( 1 Greek 


ey * TOR * „ 
— n * rr n * 4 ann 
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N in bateteulat.. 1 "I 
They lay that Jacob Worſhip'd the Top of his 7 


that he Worſhip'd(leaning) upon the Top of his 
Saß. They produce a Paſſage of Pſalm 99. 
- | where they make. it be ſaid, Worſhip His Foot. 
| ſtool ; inſtead of Worſbjp ( b) at His ges fool 

To prove the Communion in one kind; they 
lay it is eall'd, Breaking of Bread; as if from 


the 43 of Genefir, where it is faid that Foſeph Gen: 43. 3h 


order'd to ſet on Bread for the Entertainment 


of his Brethren, one muſt conclude that he 
gave them nothing to Drink ; and as if this 
was not an uſual way of Speech among the 

Hebrews, 5 | 
Io prove a Tranſubftamiation they offer 
{| this Paſſage only 7% A n Body, although . 
is evident that nothing can be infer'd from 


hence i in favour of ſuch a Doctrine. 


To prove a Purgatory they produde that of 
dt. Paul If any Man build upon this Foundation; , Car. 
Gold, &c, it ſhall be reveal'd by Ne; though Ve. 15. 


it be as clear as the Sun, that this Expreſſion 


does only import the Dificulty of the being 


ſav d, as one who with much hazard eſcapes 
thorough devouring. Flames. 

To prove the Sacrifice of the Maſe, they 
ſay, that Melchiſedeck ho was Prieſt of the 


moſt high God, offer Bread and Vine as if it 
was not bey ond diſpute that Melchiſedeck 


offer d this ee and Vine to Abrabam to re. 


freſh him after bis Combat with the Rings, 


who had taken Lat Priſoner. 
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But, ſays the Roman Church, we have now 


a Right and Title to the teaching of theſe 
Doctrines. There's Preſcription for them. 


Is it then with the Truth as with Howſes and 


Land? Can there be Preſcription againſt the 


Mord of Gd? (e) Tertullian, St. Cyprian, Fir- 
milian, St. Auſtin have all been of another 


If Preſcription were to be allow d g the Gen- 


tiles and the Fews have the beſt Foundation, 
being ſo much longer and more antiently 
poſſeſs d of their Opinions. „ 


: Ix. 6 4 Fr 


 -»Suppoſing that the Rowan Church has erred, 


does every Error in Doctrine and every Default 


in Morſhip deprive a particular Church of the 


Eſſence of a True Church? n 
No! A Church is always a True Church, 


provided that it does not err in things Eſſential, 


does not ruin the Fundamentals of Chriſtianity, 
and is not Idolatrous; for Idolatry is a Spiritual 
Adultery , Which diflolves the Bond of Commu» 


* 1 * ; 
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(e) Teitull. 4% V-lindis Virginibus. 7irirars Nemo 


preſcriber e pateſt 2 Nen ſpatium Temporum, non Patrocinis 
Perſonayum, non Privileginm Rezionum, &c. Dominus noſter 


Chriſtut Vrritatem ſe, non Conſuetudinem cognominavit, 


&. Qudbacurque ad verſus veritatem ſapit, hoc evit Hereſis, 
etiam veius Conſustudo. Cyprianus ad Pomp. Conſuetudo 
ſize. veritate, vetuſtas Etrotis eſt Firmilia Ep. ad Cypri. 
Confettediat Remanorum Conſuetudinem ſed veritati. 
v pPpoemus. Conſt. Mag. ad. Proculum. Conſuetud inis 
uluſque longævi non vilis autoritas eſſe; verum non uſque 
adeò ſut valituta Momento, ut aut Ra 


| ationem vincit 
aut Legem. Aug. de Bapt. contra Donat. l. 3. t. 6. 
* Sp | : 
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Principles zn garricuular. 3 


nian that the Creature has with it's Creator, and, 


2 1dolaters ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 


reading of it, and equals. her Traditions with it. 


But the Church of Rome unhappily has err d 


and does ftill err in Matters Eſental and : 
Fundamental nor is there 1 5 en Her 


* direct lulu. } 
X. RE A 0 * a 


. 6 he not receive all * Hurbez 
which are contain d in the Apoſtles Creed; 
the Lords Prayer and the Commandments 2. 

"Tis True, ſhe makes Profeſſion of recei- 


B. 
4 — 
* 


* 
S 


ving them; but ſhe adds to theſe Truubi fych , 


Errors as directly claſh. with them. 
She recites the Lord Pra a7: to Gol, but 


he cauſes the Saints to be callid on too. 


dhe profeſſes to believe and to put ber Iruſt 
in none but God the Father, the Seh and t 
Holy Ghoſt. Notwithſtanding chis it plainly 
appears that ſhe puts her Truſt in Creatures alſo, 

She Profeſſes to bave mo; ot her God but one 
por ſhe Morſbips the Bread and the. Croſs. 2 
erves theſe, who by 3 are not Gads,, 

She rehearſes that Feſus Chriſt is ci, 


into Heaven and fitteth on%he-right.. Hand of hie 


Father, nevertheleſs the believes that His Bod 
is {till wYOn: Earth in A Thouff d Face &8 | 
once. N 5x 6 PET 3 
She receives the . but ſhe Job 
dows. to ger re poſition to dba, 7 
I expreſly for Ell. 13 
: .receives.the Scripture, x böte the 


She ſays that Feſus is our Mediator, dar les 


ſoins feveral others with Him. 
Zim n Hel . for Head 2 5 
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wi 5 a ' The 46 furdiry of. Popiſh | 


8 Church; but ſhe gives the very ſame 
I to the (a) Pope. 


Are not theſe Fündamental Errors ? Errors, 1 


| which Inſtuence the Practice; Errors, not 
drawn from Conſequences, which might be 
diſown'd by the Roman Communion: For it 
is not by any ſorced Inferences that we im- 


pute to them che Scriflce of the Maſs, the Mor- 


hip of Images, N and che N 775 
= wy” Nes; hs 8 e 


xt REASON. 


iv OY can one wits adknowledplng for 
2 True Church, à Church, which has main- 
tain d and does maintain her DoArines by 10 
many N firacles? 92 

This Reaſon aſtoniſhes us no more than the 
preceeding, . -* | 

1. Every one has huſe: enough to queſtion 
the Pub of the. Miracles, they tell us of; 
and thoſe who make uſe of this Reaſon, do 
perhaps doubt of it too as well as thoſe to 
whom they propoſe it. 

2. But betides, the Hoh Meine kites for. 
tify” d us againſt this Reaſon. St. Paul def- 


2 Theſſ. 2. 4. eribing the Man of Sin, who ſhould Sit as God 


In the Temple of God, ſays, that his coming is 
after the = ing of Seton; with all Power and 
Signs and Lying Wonders. St. Fohn in the Thir- 
Rev. 13. 11+ teenth Chapter of his Revelation ſpeaking of 
v3 rhe Beaſt, which bad Two Horns like 4 Lamb, 
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(.) Bell. a. Rom. Pont. I. Ic 9. In his Preface * 
vibes to the Pope theſe. Words of Iſaiab's Propte:y, 
Which St. Peter informs us were ſaid of Feſus Chriſt: 

+ Behold 1 lay in Sion à chief corner Stone, Elect, Precious, * 
"be that believeth on _ IO not be confounded. 1 Pet. 2. 6. 


ſays, 
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. Wonders, To which we may Lubjoin, what 


Cory of che Roman Church erage gene en 


theſe ; what Opinion muſt we have of Pagen 


Hopes: Mooſe + Lab len ee not (et this NN 
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3 "Prineiples in a tieul 1 
ſays, that be doth great Mondes, ſo that le 
malket h Fire come doum from Heaven onthe Earth, 
in the Sight of Men. And Feſus Chriſt lays in 
expreſs Terms that there ſhall ariſe falſe Chriſts Matt. 24 246 + 
and falſe Prophets and ſhall ſhew great Signs und 


a famous (2) Jaſuit ſays, that in the Time 
of Antichriſt, twill be difficult to diſcern 
True Signs from falſe ones, becauſe there will 
be great Numbers of them, they will be ſur⸗ 5 
priſing and very like the Tue. St. Auſtin, as 
the (J) Authors of the Rowen Church them- 
ſelves have obſery d, ſays, that the AHirac ler 
which the Donatiſer perform'd, were no ſuf- 
ſicient Proof to demonſtrate them to be: of 
the True Cburch; and he calls thent toolin 
RG, (e) (Minabiliariar e erg 
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But do not che Ae and external 


Prejudice 3 in it's Favour 2... 22 63 
No! Were we to judge « a "Church. by 


Rome formerly, and now. of thoſe Patent Em- 

pires, who profeſs either the Heathen or the 
Mabometan Religions 2 The Glory and Splen- 

dour of a Dae Church is not out ward, all her 3 
Beauty lies mithin. She is like her Auen Joka 18. 5 


. py * be ? ** 2 
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. de 3 not hp Narriber of Cm | 
a gt the Cburob of Rome to perſwude you" of che 
Truth of this Religion:: x 
| | 2 the contrary 7 „ this Te of 1 bY 
| nies drawn partly from Fudaiſm, 2 rt " 
from Paganiſis, 15 a very ſtrong prepoffenoh "hs 
againſt 'the Roman Religion? Rx joke Head 5 
Col. 2. 21.6%. r- Chriſt, ſays St. Paul, from the Rudiments of 
the World; . as though om in the World are 
; you ſubject 30 e Weh not, taſte not, 
7 — not;/wbich all 8 to periſh with the ug | 
1 after the Commandments an Doctrine of Men ? 
Which Things indeed have a Shew of Wiſdom, in 
 Will-wirſbipand Humility and ne glecting the Body, 
pas in any hr oor to the be [ring ofthe * Wa 
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if The Uni of the Miixbersy FA 69, which || - 
compels the Roman Cbarob, does ſafficiently | 
pave the Tut of her 'Refigion, ooo 
3 But iv is not always true, that an External 
Duin is a Mark of a e Charch! Satan takes 
| care, that his Kingdom be not divided. There 
ans are Unions in ſome chings; which do not de- 
. ſerve fo good a Name The Sadducees and 
Sz 5 0 * unitid together in a Body, un- 
5 der ore High Prieft againſt Chr and his Apo- 
_ files. . though at the ſame time they mor- 
3 tally hated each other. Who is unacquainted 
* with the Schiſmt, which have been in the 
=_ Church of Rome, and the Diviſn among 
—_ their ſeveral Orders, cough mb are A Wes | 
2 wer one * agaihſ Ws? A 
3 ox. n 
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"Principles in ee e 1 
| An outward Union, without à true Doctrine 1 
can be no Mark of a Church; the Arrian in 3 
I cheir time boaſted of their Union, Which OC- 4 
& | cafiond (a) St. 7 to ſay to em c The 4 
ie | ** Name of Peace i: very plauſi ible and ſpecious, | 4 
0 *© and the Opinion of Unity very fine, but who can - , 
=. | ' ©* doubt that the Peace of Chriſt alone istbe] eace \. #5 1 
\ f the Church, &c. The Fore- runner of Anti- — 3 
n © chriſt, vaunt of their Peace, that .1 is, of the I 
d | © Unity of their Wickedacfs, bebaving theme I 
of cc K nat as the Biſhops 0 W * .as the _— 
ye | gn of Ancichriſt, 27 > ; 1 
21 * XV. R EASON. - 4 
JT 42 
"nl 1 can any one deny the Tide 96 A ö 3 
In, book Cburch to a Church in the Boſom of Which 1 
you find Religious People of both Sexes; wh F A 
prefer Poverty to Riches, and Severity © Dif. BY 
cipline to the ſofteſt Plaaſures; W epi = 
the World, it's Pomp and Grandeurs ; & ho re- | ( 
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h 85 fuſe to: 8 her lawful Demands ; x who 4 

ly mortify and ſubdue the Fleſh, and Who =p 
i like Saints and: Angels? 

al | There might — Anſwers be made here, 


es both concerning the Kind of Life taken up. by : 

re the Monks, and their Poverty and their Mace- 

e- | © rations, which God does no where require. at 

id their Hande. Bat go 8 the Turks, and 

n- | there. you ſhall meet with Religiow People, 1 
o- | who live in far greater Auſtericy and appea- =_ 
r | king Qcvorion,, Which yet will never ber- Eo 
d! anne 22 ' = 
ne iz a) tler. Centro. Auxentium Specioſum A ae eſt * 2 
18 2 Nomen Pacis, & pulchta eſt Opinio Nai tatis, ſed quis 

2 _.ambig at cam ſolam Ecclefe-. unicam Pacem eſſe, que : 


_ Chriſti eſt, Ge. Imminentis Autiebriſſi previ Miaiſtri 

: Pate ſas, id eſt, Impieratis ſuæ Unitete ſe jaQant, agen- 

In tes ſe non ut ; Chriiti Epiſcope ſed Antichriſt ſacerdotes. 
5 M ſwade 
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Tee Abfurdity of Phe 
ſyade us, of the Trath of the Mabometan Reli- 
gion. Much might be ſaid too of the Hrre- 
larities and Diſorders of theſe pretended 
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I ſhall draw a Veil over all theſe things, and 


* 


us theſe Obfect ions. | | 6 | ” 
But before I conclude this Subject, I muſt 
needs make three Reflexionsss. 
„ift, That thoſe, who are in the Commu- 
nion of Rome, have all the Reaſon in the 
World to tremble at the Conſideration of 
their Circumſtances ; for it is impoſſible to 
be a Member of this Church without worſhipping, 
s the proper. Perſon of the Son of God, of 
which is ig reality nothing but Bread; and 
conſequently without being Idolaters. A Mem- 
her of this Church, without participating of 
the Sacrifice of the Maſi, the greateſt Injury 
that can be offer'd to. Jeſus Chriſt ; without 
invocating Saints and Angels, which is to di- 
vide the Honour due to God alone between 
Him and His Creatures, without practiſing 
and approving the Worſhip of Images, a thing 


expreſly prohibited by G0; without depri- 


ving one ſelf of one of the Symbols, which 
5 inſtitufed in his 5% Sapper ; without 
Fons and of Purgatory, Which is not to be con- 
tenred wich the Blood” of Feſms Chrip, and 


; without 'ackhowledgin another Head of the 
Ehurch, than our 'blefted and divine Redee- 


mer. Now I leave it to hem to examine, 
Whether they who believe and act all theſe 
| things, have good Grounds for Hope of Salva- 
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Saints and of the major Part of the Convent: : 


appeal to the Conſcience of them, who make 


he Creator ahd Redeemer of the World, that 


ſubſcribing the Doctrine of human Satisfa- 


. Gs amd 2 „ 7 OF — » a 


> fa mc. -., ., 4A ic 


5 2 . 


ſus Cbriſt cleanſeth from all Sin ; 2s St. I 


Idolaters ſhall inberit the Kingdom of Heaven. 
2ly, They have no occaſion to hate thoſe; 
who do not believe theſe Doctrines. 


Why ſhould they hate People, who will 


not call upon any but God, not out of any 


Diſreſpect or Contempt to the Saints or bleſ- 


ſed Virgin, but only becauſe they will not 
do any thing but what God has comman- 
nn ns ola 513 v3 dhe 

Why hate People, who will not bow domm to 
* becauſe God has expreſly forbidden 


em? 6 


2 Purgatory, either becauſe they ſee no In- 


Why hate People, who do not IE 
e- 


ſtance of it in the Holy Scriptures, or 
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cauſe they obſerve that it is only an Imita- 


tion of the Heathens, ſuch as Virgil and Plato 


in whoſe Writings the Doctors of the Roman 


Chyrch confels they find it; or becauſe they 


are perſwaded, that this Doctrine tends only. 
to the Diſturbance of Conſciences, and laſt- 


ly, becauſe they know that the Blood of Fe- 


has taught mm r«ðt1½ 
Why bate People, who do not admit the 


Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, becauls they 


cannot receive it without reſiſting the Depp- 
fttions of their Sexſes and oppoſing the Light 
of their Reaſon, and | becauſe. they find in 


Scripture expreſs Paſſages which thwart this 


Opinion? We are Maſters, neither of our 
Senſes, which repreſen; to us things, ſucb as 


they ſee em, ſuch as they taſte em, ſuch as 


they feel em to be; and not ſach as perhaps 


we would babe em; nor are we Maſters of 
our Reaſon, ſo as to make ic believe that which 


ahn r Joh 


” 


p 
F 18 
A * » 12 
. 
* 


n 1 7 g 


5 i q 1 N 7 
+ : Sdn ; 1 4 7 
ni * 2 3 2 N OM 3 8 4 3 4 My. £22 ; oe 2 
31 FL rs 3 ͤÄ——— IN 
* * 2 Ee CITES Mia A gas. 3 = by 
3 2 N . n 8 
1 Sir + Tr Ee ts * 7 3 
8 7 a h i 9 "=> 7 A ths TD - £2455. 7 
2 8 NN 


* TE * 9 * 


OT * FIC 


The Afurdity 7 e, 


TETRIS 


z diſſonant to all irs Lights and Notions ; nor 
of our Faith, to believe other things, than 


Revelation 2 


us with. 
Why bate People, who are not for any other 
Sacrifice, than that only which Feſus Chriſt 


has offer d on the Croſs, and becauſe they 


believe that the Sucriſce of the Maſs is high» 


ly injurious' and derogatory to that which 
Chrif has once made? Qught they to 


- treat us ill, becauſe we place our Hope in . 
Croſs of our Saviour, and becauſe” we allow 


no other 


iatory Sacrifice for our Sins, 


than that which He preſented to His Father 


in the days of His Fleſh ? Ought they to 


blame us, for not being willing to give Com- 


panions to our Lord in His Office of Prieſt, 
and for not taking upon us to perform Sacri- 
Feet, which God does not require? 

In a werd, why bate People, who will not 


adore the . but content themſelves 


in the Adoration of Feſus Chriſt in Heaven, 


"becauſe they are perſwaded that the Body of 


our bleſſed Saviour, is not in the Eucbariſt, 
' "and that they cannot” bie _ neee 
. without being Idolaters? 

zy, We on ght continually to bleſs and 
praiſe God Almighty who has given us Grace 
ro retain all the Chriſtianity, ' -which was in 
the Roman Church, and to leave her, what 
"ſhe did not receive from the Lord. Let us 


be farisfyed with what our divine Saviour has 


_ given us, and-let us not acknowledge any 


other infallible Judges of our Faith but His ! 


. whom He has: ſeated on Yelv- 
ones to fud the twelve Tribes of His myſti- 
cal Ira, * et us not be wiſe beyond that 
; which is Written. If the Chriſtian Religion 
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c 
fail, but to eſtabliſh us in his Truth. Y 


Principles in purticular. 


were the Effect of Human Wit, we might 5 


believe, that, as other Productions of Men, 
it would be form'd by little and little; at 
that ſo the holy Scriptures do not contain 
that one ought to know in the Subjeſt of 
Religion; but Chriſtianit came entirely 1 eck 
out of che Hands of its Author, 
t'us then 5 
petually advancing in a Knowledge, which 


is able to make us wiſe unto Sakvation. . Let tis 2 Tim, 


not be ſeduced by vain Diſcourſes 3 let 
us beſeech God not to ſuffer our Faind 
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2P Servants © God; to all Pr eſent and to 
ec come Greeting. The Duty of our Apoſtolicł 
« Charge obliging us, without delay, to exe- 


te cute to the Honour and Glory of Almigh- 


£ ty; God, that with which he hath been 
& pleaſed to inſpite the Holy; Fathers, aſſem- 
ce bled in His Name for the Service and 


* Conduct of His Church; and the Coun- 


ce cil of Trent having decreed, that from 
* thence forward, all who ſhall be ſet over 
cc Cathedral- and Metropolitan Churches, and 
ce they, who ſhall be poſſeſs d of Cures, Ca- 
ce nonjhips, and all other Eccleſiaſtical Bene fi- 


ce ces, jhall be = - to make a Profeſſion 


© one and the ſame Form of Profeſſion of the 


«of the Orthodox Faith, andto take an Oath 


ce that they will always live in Obedience 


ce to the Roman Church. We; willing that 
* the ſame thing ſhould be obſery'd by all 
© thoſe, who ſhall be in Monaſteries, Con- 
* vents, Religious Houſes; and other Places 
ff or. Regular Orders of what Denomination 
cor Title ſoever, and that for this purpoſe 


cc Faith be tender d to em, adviſe and ex- 


4 preſly command (of our full Apoftolick Pow- 
er, | purſuant. to the Decree of the ſaid 


cc Council) all thoſe, whom it may concern, 


te in what part of the World, ſoever. to pub- 


cc liſh, ſwear ſolemnly, keep and obſerve the 
Form of Oath, faſined to theſe PRESENTS, 
3% 0" Cn 


. 


en 


* 
7 * * 
. 


Biſhop (of Rome,) Servant of the 


nul, Amen. 


* 


Principles in particular. 


e and no other, under the Penalties ordai- 
ce ned by the ſame Council againſt Offen- 


* ders, and that they take care that this Pro- 


feſſion of the Faith be. ſolemnly performed 
in the manner following. 


I AAB. do believe, and profeſs 10 le- 


e lieve with a firm and conſtant Faith, all 


ce that is contain'd in the Creed receiv'd in 


he holy Roman Church, viz, I believe in 


© God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven 
5 and Earth and of all things viſible and inbiſi- 
* 5e. And in Teſus Chriſt His "7 Son our Sa- 


. pio, begetten of the Fatber before all Worlds, 


© God of God, Light. of Light, very God of ve 
God, begotten, not made ar created, of t 


ce ſeme Efſence Tvith the Father; by whom. all 


ce hingt were made; who for us His Creatures 
« and for our Salvation came down from Heaven, 
& was conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, born of the 
* Virgin Mary, ſexe made Man, was crucify d 


' © for us under Pontius Pilate, ſuffered and was 
© buried, and the third day roſe again according 
E ro the Seriptures; aſcended into Heaven, ſittet 


© on the right Hand of tbe Father, and from 


1 rhence ſhall come again full of Glory, to lie 


* both the Quick, and the Dead, whoſe Kingdom 


ſhall aveno E. 
ce 7 believe in the holy Ghoſt, the. Lord Giver 


, Life, bo proceeded from the Father and 
e the Son, who, with the Father and the Son to- 


66 get ber, is Worſhi ped and glori feed, and who 


6 75 by the Prophets. I believe one Holy Catho- 


cee and Apoſtolick Church; ] believe one Bag 


% for the Remiſen of Sing ; I. beliewe_ the 


„ 
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BY Reſurrectiqn of | the Dead, and 4 Life Eter- 
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N I believe à 
de conſtant Faith; 
ce C EHaſtical Traditions, and all the Inſtitu- 
0 ce tions and Practices of the Roman Church. 


% which the Holy Mother Church has held and 
« Joes hold, to whom it belongeth to jud 


- 


Holy Scriptures, and I promile never to 


* 


1 e mimous Senſe of the Fathers. 
© cf the new Covenant, properly call d Sacra- 


= * for the Salvation of Mankind, although 

they be not all neceſſary to all. Theſe 
= _ © Sacraments are Baptiſm, - Confirmation, the 
ce, Penance, Extreme Undlion, Orders; 
; ec and Matrimony. 1 


I believe that the Sacraments confer Grace | 
* and that Baptiſm, Confirmation, and Orders + 


*-cannot be re-iterated without Sacrilege. 
S LL, W139 tf | 3 a 

prov d and. practis d by the Cat holicł 
« Of 


all theſe Sacraments. . 


CP Piet. C 
* 1 1 believe that tlie Maſs is à true propi- 


© * Thar the Body. rid Blood of our Lord Fe- 
fal Cbriſt, with His Soul and His God. eas 


n 


and embrace, wich a firm ana 


*I receive the Holy Scripture in the Senſe, 


ZE does | Ol „ 
ef che true Senſe and Interpretation of cke 

| *©take it nor underſtand it, but in the una- 
e acknowledge alſo ſeven real Sacraments - 


; © ments, inſtituted by our Lord eſus Chriſt, 


E receive and embrace all the Ceremonies; | 
urch, in the publick Adminiſtration, of 
A embrace and receive all that was de- 


* cided and declared by the Holy and Sacred 
Council of Trent touching Original Sin and 


: iat or 1 proper]! | calle d f 3 Saen le. 
* Which is offer d for the Living and for the 
% . * $5. | 8 8 
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pn deer in partiular 


t are truly, really, and ſubſtantially, in che 
e Sacrament of the Euchariſt. 


And that this is done by the bange or 
ce Converſion of all the Subftance of 2 
His Body, and of all the Subſtance of Mine 
* into His Blood, which change the Catholick | 
| © Church calls Tranſybſantiation. ; 
c] believe alſo that one receives Feſus Obrit 
quite hole, and the true Sacrament under 

| e one of the ſaid kinds only. | 
< I firmly believe that there is a Purgatory 
I and that the Souls which are detained there, 
© receive Eaſe and Comfort from the _ 
| © ers of the Faithful. 


f © believe, that one muſt honour and inuo- 
c date the Saints, who reign with Feſus Chrif, 
> " ane that they intercede for us. 
believe that one muſt honour cheic 
5 © Relicks. 

ee firmly beliey 6 that one oug 


have and to keep the nage of Feſus C ih, 
of the Motber of God, always a Virgin, and 
W 3 « of all the Saints, and that one muſt - 
E 1 ** render to theſe Images due Honour and Vene- 
t ati, Ko 
< T believe that Feſus Chrif has lefe to His 
2 © Church the Power of granting Indulgences, 
d © and that the uſe of em is wery profitable to 
d cc Chriſtians. 
vs Ja! acknowledge chat the Holy Catholick 
- ce Apoſtolicł and Roman Church is the Mother, | 
ce © and Miſtreſs of all Churches. | | 
is |: © I promiſe and ſwear a tive Obedience 
55 to the Roman Pontiff, Succeſſor of St. Peter, 
„ Prince of Apoſtles, Vicar of Feſus Chrif. 
% I likewiſe receive, without ſcruple, all 
irs F © other things, which Have been taught, 


W de- 


The Abſurdity of opifh *. ys 


er decided and declared by the ſacred Canons 
ce and by the general Councils, and Particular? 


ly by the « uncil of Trent. 


I condemn, reject, and accurſe all chings £ 


& contrary to this, and all the Herefies which 
the Church has condemn d, rejected and ac- 


cc ' curs 'd. 


£6] promiſe, vow, and ſwear to cauſe, as 
< much as in me lies, that all who depend 5 


eon me, and are under my Charge, ſhall 
« hold, teach, and preach this fame Catho- _ 


& lick Belief, without which there is no Sal- 
60 vation; and with the Aſſiſtance of God 
cc Twill firmly maintain it ſuch, as I come 


© now to profeſs it till the laſt Breath of ay 
« Like. "Be 

So help me. God * bis: Holy GN. 
We will, and our Pleaſure is that cheſs 


Preſents be read and publiſhed after the uſual” 
manner, in our Apoſtolick Chancery. And 


to the end, that they may be known to all 


che World; let em be retziſter d there, and 
let em be printed. 


We forbid all Perſons whatever, to tranſ- 
X are the preſent Declaration of our Will, and 
td preſume to act contrary to it. And if there | 


be any one who dares attempt it, let him 
know that he will incur the Indignation of 
Almighty God, and of St. Peter and St. Paul 


His 4 poſt les. Given at Rome at St. Peter's 13 
5 in the Year of the Incarnation of out 
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